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Science Is Man's Greatest Friend
It Will Solve His Problems Eventually by Abolishing

Them."

The work of the scientist is usually looked upon as a
more or less fanciful occupation, uninteresting to the gen-
eral public.

But, &s & matter of fact, scientific investigation and
exploration, which means an understanding of the applica-
tion of nature's forces, is from the point of view of the
masses the most hopeful thing in our civilization.

If we could have seen some years ago a scientific gen-
tleman experimenting with ammonia and other materials
for reducing temperatures, we should have thought that he
was amusing himself harmlessly but uselessly.

Go down along the shore of the Atlantic and find one
off the hard-workin- g colonies of fishermen. .

They will tell you that formerly they caught their haul
of fish and carried it to town. All of the fishermen arrived
there together to compete with each other. They all hactbig
supplies of fish at the same time. Then the dealers, having
them at their mercy, gave them almost nothing for it,
or even compelled them to throw it . overboard. If the
catch was small, the price of fish was somewhat better, in
2site of the dealers' organization, but the fishermen had

ttle fish to selL
Now the fishermen points out to you on the shore, a

few yards away from his nets, a cold storage plant that be-
longs to him and his fellows. They catch their fish and
find out what price they can get lor them, before taking
them to market. If they are too cheap, they put them in
cold storage and wait for the price to go up, that they may
be decently paid, and not give all the profit to the dealer.

Science helps the truck farmer near the big cities, if lie
is np-xo-da- te, and especially .u ne is lucsy enough to live
in a neighborhood where cheap telephone rates prevail

Formerly the truck farmer loaded up his produce and
took it to town on the chance of finding a good market.
"When he got there he was very apt to find that everybody
eise naa Drougnt just wnat ne naa nrougnt, and tnat ne
was at the mercy of the middleman, always ready to take
advantage of the producers' competition among themselves.

Now the truck farmer, before picking hisJjerries or
cutting his lettuce or pulling his peas, gets hold of his mid-
dleman on the telephone and makes his bargain for a cash
sum to be paid the following day for such and such produce.
He no longer drives to town to find that he can get nothing
for his goods, to haul them back or throw them away.

This improvement, of course, in the condition of the
farmer will apply much more widely when the gentlemanly
thieves in control of the Telephone Trust shall' have been
brought to book, and when the telephone shall be made a
real benefit to humanity through Government or municipal
ownership, instead of a means of extortion.

If we should see a 'solemn old man in spectacles study-
ing insects through the microscope or setting one tiny crea-
ture to fight another, what should we think of him?

We should nrobablv smile indnlttenllv and sav? "H
does no one any harm, but, of course, he cannot be of any
PBAGTIOAL value."

But these scientific students of insect life, so much
made run 01 in comic papers, are most important workers
xorgood.

The boH weevil, for instance, has been destroviner an
dually more than forty million dollars' worth of cotton. A
certain insect student, Prof. 0. F. Cook, has found an ant
that will destroy the boll weeviL We make a fuss over a
Carnegie or a JJockefeller who gives away one million. But
here is a bug pifcfessor who makes his country a present of
more man lorqr millions a year forever and his name is
hardly known.

The cultivation of oranges in Southern California was
at one time threatened with extinction. A parasite deposit-
ed upon the tree a spongy mass the "cottony, cushiony"
parasite, it was called and the life of the tree was destroy-
ed by this mass that was intended as food for the.parasite's
young after the hatching of the eggs.

A scientific gentleman discovered that the ordinary
red "Jady bug," called by wise men "oedolia cardinalu,"
would destroy the eggs of the orange tree parasite and thus
save the tree. That simple discovery, followed by the im-

portation of several colonies of lady bugs, preserved a great
and important industry.

Science one day will solve our great practical problems,
by adding infinitely to the production of wealth, to the ef-

fectiveness' of labor, to fertility of the soil (as yet not one-tent- h

part developed), and to the comfort of humanity in
all directions. Avarice, our greatest curse, will disappear
when science shall have made it impossible for any willing
man to lack the comforts of life.

Science will cure our diseases or stamp them out en-
tirely, plow our fields, make the masses independent of the
selfishness of the few.

But do not fear that there will be NOTHING left un-
done after science shall have done its work.

Science cannot MAKE better men. Men cannot
by machinery or improve in morals by machinery.

They will have to work out their own moral and social
salvation through their own intelligence.

The abolition of poverty and of avarice, however, will
4a away with a majority of the incentives that lead to eviL
Science will make it easier for us to be good men, even if it
cannot MAKE US GOOD.

Bespect, hereafter, the wise ones that grind away at
science. Follow their doings respectfully in the newspapers.
When a Lord Kelvin or a Marconi comes among us, let us
try to get as much excited and interested as though he were

"heavyweight champion -- -
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"Outsiders" in Newlyweds' Home aSternProblem
steam roller or the door

T2E Neither Is an enviable
Somewhere be-

tween them lies the golden mean;
but to strike It Is not always easy.
Just how far one ought to go in
asserting one's rights and one's
Individuality under any given set
of circumstances and how far one
ought to sacrifice one's self to the
claims and prejudices of others
presents a continually difficult
and perplexing problem. It is one
that is brought to tne often by the
letters I receive.

These" letters I group under the
head of "the alien presence in the
home." They describe the one not
in the Immediate family circle of
father, mother and children r yet
related to them and sometimes de-
pendent on them. It may be a sis-

ter of the husband or the wife,
sometimes a brother, often the
father or mother.

Xaking a Grooch.
It Is a presence which ought to

be one with the immediate group,
bringing cheer, creating a happy
atmosphere and proving a sunny,
hopeful, helpful inspiration to all;
but alas! if I am to believe my
letters. It is too often Just the
other thing. It gives nothing and
exacts everything, drains the do-

mestic atmosphere of sunshine by
a perpetual grouch and fault-findin- g,

takes the life, the hope, the
pleasure out of the home and the
people in it.

And to the credit of both sides,
the arrangement In a surprisingly
large number of cases proves satis-
factoryalmost always I should
say. where the parent in question
is "Father." There are Instances,,
of course, where the lives of the
helpless old men are made miser- -

By Mrs. "Wi'lVon Woodrow
able at the hands of shrewlsluor
ungracious daughters-in-la- anC
other instances' where the daugb
ters-ln-la- w are made miserable by
the presence of some drunken or
disgraceful old man; but these
must be viewed more or less in the
light of exceptions. A man, as any
boarding house keeper will tell
you. Is preferred stock as a lodger.
He is less exacting than a woman,
more equable, easier to get along
with.

Indeed, in many homes "grand-
pa" is a beloved figure, and a sort
of a stabilizer to the domestic
craft, serving to keep it steady
and on even keel. He Is an unex-
celled guardian and playfellow for
the children, a handy man to call
on in an emergency, from the
freezing of the waterplpes to the
need of a fourth hand at bridge,
and he seldom falls to note the
brewing of a matrimonial storm
and manages tactfully in some way
to dissipate It.

Also, in spite of the time-honor- ed

Jokes at her expense, the wife's
mother Is not Infrequently a cher-
ished and welcome member of the
household. If there Is any quarrel-
ling or dissension, it is apt to be
between the mother and daughter;
for, according to my observation,
most women get on exceedingly
well with their sons-in-la- w where
the latter are any kind of men at
all.

Understand me, I am not claim-
ing that all mothers and daugh-ters-in-la- w

aro at swords "points.
We have scriptural authority to
the contrary in the story" of Ruth
and Naomi; and I have in my mind
two mothers-in-la- w who have won
not only tho love and confidence
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of. their sons wives but the ad-
miration of a whole community for-thei- r

conduct of this peculiarly
trying situation of the mother'
presence in the son's home. ..

A Tactful Genius.
I asked one of them how she

had done it. She replied that she
sever criticised, even mentally, her
daughter-in-la- that she had
taught her that she was her friend,
first of all, and that she had
learned to efface herself when it,
seemed best and to givo herself
when needed in a word, she real-
ized that she was there to give
happiness, not to get it selfishly
for herself alone. Nevertheless, to
any mother-in-la- w or daughter-in-la- w

who is contemplating such an
arrangement I should unhesitat-
ingly say, Don'tl

Yet it is the situation in which
so many of my correspondents find
themselves, and to some of them
"mother" is just about as nerve-wracki- ng

an old lady as can well
be imagined. Some of them de-

scribe a perpetual gloom and
grouch overshadowing everything;
constant fault-findin- g, tho griev-
ance which never concedes a pos-
sible chance of ever being m the
wnong. In the face of this it is cer-
tainly hard to keep up the sunny
philosophy which sees good in
everything. I, for one, would not
try. Lilian Whiting says some-
where:

"One does not arguo or contend
with the foul miasma that settles
over stagnant water; one leaves
it and climbs to a hlghrr region
where the air is pure. The indi-
vidual who cultivates grievances
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and who is perpetually exacting
explanations of Ms assumed
wrongs can only be left to the edu-
cation of time and development"

The general trouble with most of
these arrangements is that both
sides presume upon the relation-
ship existing between them to say
'and do things to each other and
make demands which they would
never dream of saying or making
to an outsider. The basis upon
which an alien presence is ad-

mitted into the home should al-

ways be that of householder and
lodger, and Its terms should be
made plain from the start.

Let the wife say In effect: "The
establishment belongs to my hus-
band and myself, and I am in
charge as manager and director.
On entering It, you, of course,
agree to conform to the rules by
which we govern It, and In return
we shall respect your right to a
reasonable privacy and complete
individual freedom.

"Our relations in short will be, so
far as the regime of the household
is concerned, the same as If you
were merely a boarder here and
not connected by the ties os kin-
ship. If anything displeases you,
let me know and I will try to
remedy It. I shall welcome criti-
cism, suggestions or advice at any
time, but I will not brook inter-
ference."

A sensible woman realizing that
this was a perfectly reasonable
attitude on the part of the wife
would probably acquiesce and be
extremely chary about transgress-
ing in any respect, but alas!
"mother" is not always reasonable,
and Is more than apt to declare
or assume that she Is never In the
wrong.

LET THE RING OUT
C-- So 1. got n
V This one FoR
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Hbw Aft-ou- t Higher Car
.""! Fares?

We !kn AD Interested. In TM Matter, Let's lioklt Orer from tte
Standpoint of the Mas yfho nju

. " , .By- - EAfcL GODWIN:
I notice that there ia a great agitation in the country for

nt street car fares.
You may have noticed also that thereis considerably

more about.the necessity for increased street car fares in the
newBpaperd recently. -

"The reason is this:
A hirii-'nrice- d rjres3 acent in "New York city named Ivy

Lee 'was retained by certain street car associations to pro- -'

pare and have printed articles wnicn pave in way i0r a
complete pudug acceptance 01 .cigner Bircet. wu a.Mr. Lee is one of the greatest and best press agents, and

Iwouldn't say a, word against him. He has done a grand job.
I merely want to snow the people lere that while they

would have but a brief hour before a Public Utilities Com-

mission, the street car interests have been" spending thou-

sands of dollars for months past, carefully preparing for a
general assault -

Street car costs have increased .all oyer the country:
there is no doubt pf that in anyone's mind, EVEBYTHING
costs, more, labor, materials, and service hava been, made.
more expensive by war conditions.

In the face af these facts the Capital Traction Companv
increases its dividends from 5 per cent to 6 percent, which1
is. a: masterly stroke in finance and completely removes any

1 j LiI. rm.. flamttal nVtnKmargument in iavor 01 a mguer iaic. aud wiuw ""
Company is 'an honest corporation and generally doe's its ,

level best for the public TThen it getsthe new cars, which
should have been bought long ago, it will have considerably,.
more gooa wiu irom ine puouo, wucu uu w, uj. tuiuop, xc&u&tp
fii&t there will be no attemnt to ask for a iijcher street car
fare. A fine company .which can pay a 6 percent dividend on
a fare basis is a splendid public asset,
which "could be made even more-valuab- le by public owner-

ship! under which, fares could in all probability be put on a
seven or eight for a quarter basis.

HUAED AND SEEN
k Mnilnm w9m nhtArtod or said

he objected to something- - a pas-
senger said to him slammed the pas
senger in tne neaa wiu n emu.
This happened. July 3, in the eve-

ning, near 14th and Decatur streets.

Tn tMa mu dti arrest was made.
I trust the authorities will be Justly
severe with any cases of assaults bj
trainmen, as they have dangerous
weapons in the way of controllers,
cranks and punches.

I heard of a motormas os the
WRECO, a few nights, ago, who
when a rain began to xau, sxoppea
the car, stepped inside and re-
marked:

"I have to run this "Boat nnUl 9:30,
and I ain't a coin' to set wet"

Says' FRED 8. WaIkER, of the
O. P. 0.:

"In your column of the Fourth
yon are again at your old stunt pf
exposing the graft of private cor-
porations. Why do yon persist In
trying io interfere with, some one
else's easy moneyt If the Mount
Vernon Regents are patriotic enough
to all v the people to look in at the
Nation's Shrine yon shouldn't bawl
them out as you do. They might
raise the price to four, bits on ac-
count of the war; then, of course,
they would be doubly patriotic. I
presume they will not dhject to sell-
ing the place for about twice what
the original contributors paid for
It."

t
Gas is cheap in Kansas City, Mo.,

is

from an old Issue of this
ver, ana as a aennue
answer of the burning as to
the date of the Patent Office fire.

Patent Office Fire
"Editor Will you

publish In your the date ot
the Patent Office fire, and.

the time between and
made by the engine on

and Ohio
brought the fire
here? OLD

"The Patent cob

because that is the home c& oar aU
friend. Ulster Borland,

.

The papers say Fad Ad-- "
ministration is going to Insure clets
eoaL If I had any old kind of coal
In my cellar I would in-

sure it
Cheer U9I

ROE FTJLKEBSON comes
rescue of TOM and offers
the as the hdnest-to-good-ne- ss

recipe for cherry bounce:
Take the pitta out' of two qoarts

of red and one quart black,
Put back one-thi-rd of the pitta

into jar with Add oss
pound of granulated sugar and
with best . Seal and set
away for three months. Strata

flannel and then oh, them
follow your

Silver-Voic- ed Lafe.
Who when

arm? invaded town and Lafe Peace
Peace

is back here now, as busy as ever,
and he has a fine

"Here's one:
Who can recollect when

RUSS DEAN tied steers to the Bull
Pole on the good Ola Ship. "Hal
tanor BILL

Of MffnT Creek,
619 Rhode Island Are. N. E.

Saw FAIRFAX, the
eminent real estate expert, a fins-looki-ng

electric car the other night.
Some car that,

That Patent Office Fire

zsz "

Here is a picture of that Patent fire, the date of
has caused so a controversy to rage in this

. The picture reproduced from one hanes in
Wagner's office, in the District Building.

The date ot tne nre was September 24, 1877. Tins is
on the picture, as well as on a in the
and also indelibly engraved in the memories of many

old-tim- e "Washimrtonians.

This pa
is contributed

Times: please
paper

It
Baltimore

Washington
the Baltimore railroad that

Baltimore engines
SUBSCRIBER.

Office flirtation

thaMhe

certainly

to-tie-"

FISHER
following

of cher-
ries.

cherries.
cover

brandy.

through
instinct!

remembers Coxsyi

defended "General Carey?

grandson.
S.M.C

LIEUT.

SHOOT,

CHARLES
in

Charlie.

S

Office
which great
column.

which
Fire Chief

given tablet Patent
Office,

question

possi-
ble,

'!

started at 11:33 o'clock a. m. on Sep.
tember 24, 18f7.

"There la no record of the time,
made by the first two Baltimore fire
companies in coming to this city over
the Baltimore and Ohio railroad.
The second train made the trip with
two additional Baltimore companies
In fifty-fo- ur minutes. The quickest
time between the two cities ftt,made July 25, 1873, on a train AxUm l
by locomotive No. 413, which carMi 3
the District fire department to a w
fire in Baltimore in thirty-nin-e

jSiii, ultfKJ.


